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The Riverfly Partnership 

Network of  >60 supporting organisations 
representing anglers, conservationists, entomologists, 
scientists, water course managers and relevant 
statutory bodies. 
Established following concerns over perceived decline 
in aquatic fly life and river water quality. 
 
Collaborating to: 
•  protect the water quality of  our rivers (AMI)      
   - watching brief  on water quality 
•  increase our knowledge of  riverfly populations 
•  actively conserve riverfly habitats 
    Species & Habitats Group 
 
 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




Target groups 
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Target Groups:

Sensitive to pollution

Easy to identify

Important to anglers

Normally present in good numbers





Cased and caseless caddis 
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Caddisflies;

     Scored as Cased or Caseless

Cased caddis are fairly easy to recognise but we need to look a bit closer at the caseless cadis:




     



Recording the data 
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Field recording form:

Abundance levels are estimated into groups A – D. 

or optionally a full (or rough) count can be taken but this is not 
recorded in the graphs. 



Angler's  Monitoring Initiative (AMI)
River Avon - West Amesbury

           Predicted level 18
           EA - Trigger level 7 * Estimated number is optional

Date
Category Estimated Category Estimated Category Estimated Category Estimated Category Estimated Category Estimated Category Estimated

Target Groups: (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number * (A - D) Number *
Cased caddis A A A B A 8 B
Caseless caddis A A B A B 11 B
Mayfly (Ephemeridae) A 5 A 1 A 3 B 30 A 8 B
BWO (Ephemerellidae) B A A A 8 A 2
Flat bodied (Heptageniidae) A 1 A 2 A
Olives (Baetidae) B C C B B C
Stoneflies A 2 A
Freshwater shrimp C B B C C C

Total 11 10 10 12 11 0 13
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The RP data recording  spreadsheet – note that only the estimated data (A-D) is calculated in the graph.

Trigger level is set by the local EA. The predicted
level is just an estimate of what it might have been
20-30 years ago. 
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Site 5 
Above sewage treatment works 

 

Site 6 
Below sewage treatment works 

 

Site 7 River 
Thames 

 

Site 12 

Site 2 

Wandle Piscators 
River Wandle, South London 
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A fall in the Angler’s Score Index at site 6 highlighted
A problem at Beddington sewage treatment works
which was quickly passed on to the Environment 
Agency for investigation (The outflow from the STW
was just downstream of site 5).
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Site 4 

Site 7 River 
Thames 
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Wandle Piscators 
River Wandle, South London 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Due to swift action by the EA to stop this leakage, 
sites downstream seem to be unaffected.



Distribution of 170/350 sites 
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




River Avon, Wiltshire 
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Presentation Notes
By noting all of the potential sites of pollution (ie    
sewage treatment works).




River Avon, Wiltshire 
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EA biological monitoring sites.




River Avon, Wiltshire 
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EA chemical monitoring sites



River Avon, Wiltshire 
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River Avon, Wiltshire 



Status 
• 40+ Monitoring Groups, 350+ AMI sites, 650 

trained volunteers. Volunteer time estimated at 
>£500k/yr 
 

• Activity across 18 of  the 20 EA areas, RAFTS in 
Scotland & Northern Ireland pilot 2010 

• Community partners carrying out an effective 
watching brief  on water quality allowing responsive 
action by the statutory bodies.  
 

 3 pollution cases identified in SE Wales alone have led to 
successful EA prosecutions of  the companies responsible  - 
40k fines, plus costs 

 

• Links to European Union Water Framework 
Directive in helping to ensure the GES of  UK 
rivers 
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




For 1 hour a month...  

•   Highlight severe changes in water quality and 
    ensure early action by the statutory bodies 
•   Enable an informed dialogue 
•   Act as a deterrent to potential polluters 
•   Lead to long term dataset – to monitor change 
•   Help ensure good ecological status – good fish 
    populations + 
•   Help protect areas of  special interest  
    Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and species 
•   Increased community cohesion, new     
     training opportunities, direct conservation action, 
     new angle to their sport, etc. 
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




Critical components 

•   bottom up interest, volunteer led 
•   in partnership with statutory bodies 
•   practice in partnership at all times 
•   open dialogue 
•   health and safety and quality control 
•   infrastructure for data management 
•   provide support and feedback, regular updates 
•   regular forums and field days 
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




Resource requirements 

1. Statutory Body Ecology Contact: inaugural               
workshop,   register sample sites, set site trigger levels, 
liaison with and feedback to Local AMI Coordinator 

 

2. RP Tutor & training workshops  
 

3. AMI Local Co-ordinator (liaison RP & Ecology 
Contact) 

 

4. Interested volunteers 
 

5. Support infrastructure – investment, partners, 
communication, website, data management, feedback, 
continued learning programme for volunteers etc 
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




Potential demonstrated. Infrastructure required 

1. AMI data only held locally, yet effectively used 
 

2. Urgent requirement to bring together historic 
AMI data in live central database (seed funds 
secured) 
 

3. Urgent requirement for long term funding & 
infrastructure investment 
 

4. Regional strategic development between EA & 
AMI e.g. Wiltshire. Current reliance on Ecology 
Contacts’ knowledge (increasingly mobile 
resource)  
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Site risk assessment - local information. River banks, currents, depth, slippery rocks etc. 

Disinfectant for equipment & waders – important to protect the environment – all RP equipment is disinfected and thoroughly dried after each workshop 

Weil’s & Lyme disease – gloves are available if required  & be sure to wash hands afterwards. Info cards for each are with the workshop pack.

Work in pairs 

Life jackets (one between two)  – must be used if water is above knee high.

First aid kit is available 




Subimago to imago 





                 
www.riverflies.org 
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We invite your organisation to join the Partnership
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